and Development Knowledge Network (CDKN), to "help developing countries navigate the 25 26 challenges of climate change". This trend is set to continue with tens of billions of dollars of 27 climate finance pledged by the international community over the next ten years (COP, 2009 ).
29
In this way, climate change has become "one of the defining contemporary international 30 31 development issues" (Tanner and Allouche, 2011, 1).
33 34
Studies of contemporary climate change from greenhouse gas emissions and land use changes human societies (Gaillard, 2010 , Mercer, 2010 , Marino and Ribot, 2012 understanding of how knowledge, power and scale interact (Hulme, 2007) . This is important 4 5 because "the dominating construction of climate change as an overly physical phenomenon" 6 readily allows it "to be appropriated uncritically in support of an expanding range of ideologies" (p.9).
10 11
This Themed Section aims to address this concern by increasing understanding of how the 12 13 idea of climate change, and the policies and actions that spring from it, travel beyond their here, is concerned with the interweaving of knowledge and power (Foucault, 1979) , and the In the field of environment and development, a concern with how people imagine human- Bankoff (2001, 19) , examining the historical roots of the 'hazard' discursive framework,
51
argues that "tropicality, development and vulnerability form part of one and the same 52 53 essentialising and generalising cultural discourse that denigrates large regions of the world as 54 55 disease-ridden, poverty-stricken and disaster-prone", thus justifying Western intervention.
56
Others scholars, however, see a greater plurality of images and narratives in which discourses 57 3 60 58 can become powerful, but never completely hegemonic (Hilhorst, 2001 ). This approach, for The papers presented in this Themed Section reflect both the hegemonic and more pluralistic as a matter for rational decision and management to be entrusted to the group of people -the 24 25 development professionals -whose specialised knowledge allegedly qualifies them for that 26 task" (Escobar, 1997, 91) . The effect of these processes is that the terms of the international 27 28 development debate are substantially narrowed as "the separation between 'expert' and 'local' touches", by depriving the subjects of anti-poverty interventions of their history and politics. climate change and other development challenges themselves, on their own terms.
35 36
The third theme concerns the institutional effects of an insufficiently socialised idea of resettlement, an intervention that has received growing interest from the international policy 4 5 community either as a potential climate change adaptation measure or as exemplifying a 6 failure to adapt to climate change (Bogardi and Warner, 2008, Warner, 2011 It is not the intention of this Themed Section to deny the seriousness of contemporary, 16 human-induced climate change, nor the threat that it poses in different regions of the world.
18
Rather, the aim is to demonstrate the multifarious ways in which climate science, as well as Development and Change 37 501-23.
